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 ñI love it here,ò says Dottie.  

ñI like being part of a church and I 

love people.ò   Dottie is a member of 

Grace St. Paulôs Methodist Church in 

Penn Forest Township. 

 Although itôs a change from 

her previous work life, Dottie looks 

forward to being of service to our 

church family.   

 

 Church office hours will con-

tinue to be Monday through Friday, 

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.   

 

 Dottie be-

lieves the part-time 

hours will give her an 

opportunity to get fa-

miliar with the area 

and spend time with 

her family. 

 

 Members can 

meet  Dottie and Bar-

bara at a special cof-

fee hour set for Sun., 

Aug. 8, after the 9:30 

service.   

 If you canôt 

make the 8th, feel free to drop by or 

give Dottie a call to say hello.   

     A recent writing in Forward 
Day By Day talks about Judasô 
betrayal of Jesus (Matt. 26:47-
56  ñFriend, why are you 
here?ò ):   
 
     ñWhy are you  here?  Is the 
world better, more humane, 
more gracious because you are 
here?  You can make life either 
better or worse.  Does your 
presence enrich the life of oth-
ers or demean it?...what are 
you doing with the present mo-
ment ð the time in which you 
are actually living?ò  (July 20) 
 
    In todayôs society, many peo-
ple continue to search for the 
meaning of life or their purpose.  
This passage makes it clear to 
me that living and acting in the 
moment is a critical part of that 
answer.   
 
     Iôve often heard the phrase, 
ñToday is only yesterdayôs to-
morrow.ò  Time doesnôt stand 
still.  Now is the only time you 
can ñdoò something or ñbeò 
someone. 
  
      Why are you here? 

Holy Nuggets  

 

ñWhen you judge 

another, you do not 

define them; you 

define yourself..ò 

 

Wayne Dyer 
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Welcome Dottie, New Parish Secretary  

August 2010  

 We welcome our new parish 

secretary, Dorothy ñDottieò 

Mumma, to St. Markôs-St. Johnôs. 

 

 Dottie moved full-time to 

Jim Thorpe with her twin sister, Bar-

bara, in March 2009 when they were 

both laid off from their jobs in New 

York City in December 2008.   

 

 After initially coming to visit 

her sonôs family in 1999, she and her 

sister decided to purchase a home in 

Jim Thorpe in 2003 in part because 

they could find no place 

to stay with their dogs 

when they visited.  

    

 So the twins pur-

chased a Victorian home 

on the 700 block of Cen-

ter Street and they and 

their dogs ð Mocha, a 16

-month-old puggle,  and 

Pumpkin, a 15-year-old 

miniature poodle ð now 

make Jim Thorpe their 

home. 

 

 Dottieôs professional experi-

ence includes an impressive array of 

executive assistance positions with 

companies including Abbott Labora-

tories, Jacob, Mermelstein & Squire 

(law offices) and Health Systems 

Integration.   
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WEEKLY 
CHURCH 

SERVICES 
 

Episcopal Parish of 
St. Mark & St. John, 

Jim Thorpe  
 

SUNDAYS: 
 

8:00 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist  
 
9:30 a.m.  
Holy Eucharist  
 
9:30 a.m.  
Sunday School  
(Sept. -May) 
 

MONTHLY:  
 

Healing Services:  
1st Sunday (both 
services) and   
3rd Thursday at 
7:00 p.m.   
 
Vestry Meeting:  
2nd Monday at 7:00 
p.m. (except Jul & 
Aug)  
 
**********************  
To contact the 
church office :  
 
21 Race Street  
Jim Thorpe PA 
18229 
(570) 325-2241 
markjhn1@ptd.net  
 
Office Hours:  
Mon thru Fri  
9:30 a.m. to  
12:30 p.m.  

The Chimes  

Bert Huggett, Jeff & Judy Wagner, 
Mary Doran, John Searfoss, Jeannie 
Coniglio, Rev. Vernon Searfoss, Dot 
Gasker, Evelyn DeLong, Louise Sear-
foss, Corrie Miller, Chris Spadaccini, 
Helen Searfoss, Don Searfoss, Jr., 
Tanya Rosado, Jos. Kehrli, Norman 
Richards, Gavin Walker, Carolyn 
Bunso, Kat Queen & Cheryl Horvath.   
 
     Why not send a note of cheer or 
place a call to let our shut-ins know 
you care?   
 
George Pry , HCR Manor Care, 1265 
S. Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown PA 
18103 610-776-7522. 
 
Ida Hibbler , 109 W. Broadway, Jim 
Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-3488. 
 

Helen & Bill Milford , 147 Laurel  
Dr., Lehighton PA 18235 610-377-
2940. 
 
Joe Hirochok , 301 Center Ave., 
Jim Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-
4219. 

 
Ethel Miller , 1 Broadway, #3F, Jim 
Thorpe, PA 18229. 
 
Tom & Gert Bryfogle , Mahoning Val-
ley Nursing Home, 397 Hemlock 
Drive, Lehighton, PA 18235. 
 
Dotty Gehres , 390 Chapman St., Jim 
Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-4991. 
 
Linda Snyder , 707 Lehigh St., Jim 
Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-7821. 
 
Elouise Gallagher , 1 Broadway, 2-G, 
Jim Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-0164. 
 
Marcia King , 211 South St., Jim 
Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-5000. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

         Hold the date of Sun., Sept. 12, 
when St. Markôs will hold its outdoor 
service and picnic  beginning at 10 
a.m. at the Mauch Chunk Lake Park.  
Enjoy the sights, sounds and smells of 
nature together with fun, fellowship 
and worship.  Plans are unconfirmed 
yet but this may include special musi-
cal entertainment. 
 
     Special thank to all who helped 
make the Race Street Run on July 3 
a success.  This year 204 runners par-
ticipated, up from 155 in 2009.   
 
     Volunteers are needed for the 
coffee hour . Please contact Judy 
Smith at 570-325-3843 for more info 
or to sign up.     
 
      Save your individual small water 
bottle caps to help pro-
vide chemotherapy for a 
child.  See Cheryl 
Hendricks for more infor-
mation. 
 
      St. Johnôs Lutheran 
Church, South Avenue, is 
holding its annual clothing collec-
tion from July 19 through Aug. 6 .  
They are accepting good, clean cloth-
ing, winter coats, shoes and boots.  
They will also accept curtains, sheets, 
blankets and baby items.  More info is 
posted at the back of the chapel and 
the church.  Goods will be distributed 
8/5-7, 8/12-14 and 8/19-21.   
 
     If youôd like to sponsor a bulletin , 
please call the church office at 570-
325-2241.  Cost is $10. 
 
     Please remember the following 
people who are on our prayer list  in 
your prayers:  Joe Hirochok, Helen & 
Bill Milford, Darlene Rivel, Michael 
Hyska, Valeria Eckman, Dotty Gehres, 
Kathryn Albeck, George Pry, Linda 
Snyder, Mary & Lew Horn, Ron Creitz, 

Whatôs Happening? 
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Thoughts to 
Ponder  

 
ñLeave off that 

excessive desire of 

knowing; therein 

is found much dis-

traction.  There are 

many things the 

knowledge of 

which is of little or 

no profit to the 

soul.ò 

Thomas AôKempis 

 

ñHow much trou-

ble he avoids who 

does not look to 

see what other say 

or do, but only 

what he does him-

self, that it may be 

just and pure.ò 

Marcus Aurelius 

 

ñHe who gets wis-

dom loves his own 

soul; he who cher-

ishes understand-

ing prospers.ò   

Proverbs 19:8 

(NIV) 

 

ñGrow a wise 

heartðyouôll do 

yourself a favor; 

keep a clear 

headðyouôll find 

a good life.ò 

Proverbs 19:8 

(MSG) 

 

ñSmile.  It makes 

people wonder 

what youôre up 

to.ò 

Unknown Author 

The Chimes  

 
Parish Office                                              570-325-2241 
Rev. John C. Wagner, Priest-in-charge     484-547-7133 
Rev. Rebecca Cancelliere, Deacon           215-680-7394 
Jason Styer, Organist & Choirmaster        610-537-3810 
Kathy Ruff, Treasurer                                570-645-3059 
Jennifer Sterner, Church School Supt.      570-778-1405 
 

Vestry  
 

William H. Diehm, Senior Warden             570-325-3890 
Jack Hendricks, Junior Warden                 570-669-9269 
Deborah A. Fry, Clerk of the Vestry           610-751-4500 
 
     Elizabeth J. Esrang           Thomas G. Lager 
     Karen M. Gasker               James A. Pompa, Sr. 
     John J. Horvath                 Dwayne A. Sterner 

Contact Information  
August Birthdays  

 
4: Ann Davis, Kathy Ruff 
5: David Kroculick 
11: Hannah Devonshire, Sue 
Beveridge 
16: Joann Newton, Tyson Sargent 
17: Lucas Pompa 
18: Dirk Pompa 
19: Alan Davis, Dominic Pompa, 
Rose Krial Victor 
21: Dwayne Sterner 
23: Jason Styer 
29:  Dorothy Gehres, Anthony  
Joseph Pompa 
30: Rosemary Porembo 

Betty Straubinger , 104 Broadway, Jim Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-4391. 
 
Marilyn Eckhart , Edgemont Lodge, 22 Edgewood Road, Lansford, PA 18232. 
 
Eleanor Tout , Weatherwood, Weatherly, PA 18252. 
 
Carolyn Bunso , 590 W. 10th St., Jim Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-
2983. 
 
Dotty Gasker , 1401 Center Ave., Jim Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-
2193. 
 
Rev. Vernon Searfoss , 106 Echo Drive, South Abington Twsp, PA 
18411-1307.   
 
Bert Huggett , 11 White Oak Drive, Jim Thorpe, PA 18229 570-325-2335. 
 
     If youôd like to get something in the next Chimes newsletter , email information 
to Kathy Ruff at katrina@ptd.net for Sept. and Oct. events and current happenings 
before  Aug.  15, 2010.  We plan to switch to a bi-monthly distribution starting with 
the next edition.        
 
     Monetary or other specific donations are still being collected for our adopted 
overseas platoon.  Look for a list of items in the back of the chapel and church.   
 
      Drop your food or monetary donations for the food pantry in the baskets at the 
back of the church or chapel.     

(Continued from page 2) 

Whatôs Happening 
(Continued)  
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Deacon Rebecca anoints parishioner Barbara Ruff 
 at the July 15 healing service. 

Join us for the next healing service:  

7:00 p.m.  

Thursday, August 19  

in the chapel at  

St. Markôs-St. Johnôs Episcopal Church 

21 Race Street, Jim Thorpe  

 

Those of any faith are welcome.  
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St. Markôs - St. Johnôs  
Episcopal Church  

21 Race Street  
Jim Thorpe, PA 18229  

Mailing 
Address 

Goes 
Here 

Share your gifts and touch 
the lives of others.  

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE PAID 

Jim Thorpe, PA 

Permit No. 19 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

To contact St. Markôs -St. Johnôs Episcopal Church, call 570-325-2241.  To submit newsletter information, email  Kathy Ruff  @ 
katrina@ptd.net.  For more information, visit our web site at www.stmarkandjohn.org.   

Father John Wagner can be reached at 484 -547-7133. 

     ...just because two people ar-
gue, it doesn't mean they don't love 
each other.  Just because they don't 
argue doesn't mean they do love 
each other.  
     ...we don't have to change friends 
if we understand that friends change. 
      ...no matter how good a friend 
is, they're going to hurt you every 
once in a while and you must forgive 
them for that.  
      ...true friendship continues to 
grow, even over the longest dis-
tance. The same goes for true love.  
     ...you can do something in an in-
stant that will give you heartache for 
life.  
     ...it's taking me a long time to be-
come the person I want to be.  
     ...you should always leave loved 
ones with loving words. It may be the 
last time you see them.  
      ...you can keep going long after 
you think you can't.  
     ...we are responsible for what we 
do, no matter how we feel.  
     ...either you control your attitude 
or it controls you. 
     ...heroes are the people who do 
what has to be done when it needs to 
be done, regardless of the conse-
quences.  
     ...my best friend and I can do any-

thing or nothing and have the best 
time.  
     ...sometimes the people you ex-
pect to kick you when you're 
down will be the ones to help you get 
back up.  
      ...sometimes when I'm angry I 
have the right to be an-
gry, but that doesn't give 
me the right to be cruel.  
     ...maturity has more 
to do with what types of 
experiences you've 
had and what you've 
learned from them and 
less to do with how 
many birthdays you've 
celebrated.  
   ...it isn't always enough to be for-
given by others.  Sometimes, you 
have to learn to forgive yourself.  
     ...no matter how bad your heart is 
broken, the world doesn't stop for 
your grief.  
      ...our background and circum-
stances may have influenced who we 
are, but we are responsible for who 
we become. 
     ...you shouldn't be so eager to 
find out a secret. It could change your 

I BELIEVE THAT...  
life forever.  
     ...two people can look at the exact 
same thing and see something totally 
different.  
     ...your life can be changed in a 
matter of hours by people who don't 
even know you.  
     ...even when you think you have 
no more to give, when a friend cries 
out to you, you will find the strength to 

help.  
     ...credentials on the wall do 
not make you a decent human 
being. 
     ...the people you care about 
most in life are taken from you 
too soon.  
  

The happiest of people 
don't necessarily  have the 
best of everything;  they 

just make the most of every-
thing they have.  
 
Special thanks to Tonia Middaugh 
for this contribution.  
 

*********** 
 

If youôd like to share an inspirational 
message, please email it to Kathy 
Ruff at katrina@ptd.net. 


