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fThe silence, often

of pure innocence,
persuades where
speaking fail®

Shakespeare

Notes from Fr. John

AWhat soap is to ¢tPAEd pod | augh -
ter is t o VYiddisk Preve u | Thigwouldlead to an immediate
erb) backlash from the Evangelicals. They

| earnestly believe that each of
us must step back from our several
understandings of our wonderful An-
glican Communion from time-to-time
and enjoy a bit of light-hearted
laughter (belly laughs permitted)
about our wonderful Church. As you
well know by now, | prefer my
liturgy a bit formal, but my
personal theology is far more
open and gentle than that
practiced by many members
of the conservative branch of
the Episcopal Church.

| first read the following
article in a recent edition of The
Steve-Adore, the newsletter of St.
Stephendés Pari sh,
nearly found myself fully experienc-
ing Woody All ends
teré Al am
cept when milk comes out of my
nose. o

Here, without further adieu, is the
Feast of the Sedentation é
Date: Tuesday, April 18, 2000

How would the Church of Eng-
land deal with the statement that
"the cat sat on the mat" if it ap-
peared in the Bible?

The liberal theologians would
point out that such a passage did
not of course mean that the cat liter-
ally sat on the mat. Also, cat and
mat had different meanings in those
days from today, and anyway, the
text should be interpreted according
to the customs and practices of the

would make it an essential condition
of faith that a real physical, living cat,
being a domestic pet of the species
Domesticus, and having a whiskered
head, a furry body, four legs and a
tail, did physically place its whole
body on a floor covering, designed
for that purpose, and which is on the
floor but not of the floor. The expres-
sion "on the floor but not of
the floor" would be explained
in a leaflet.
v Meanwhile, the Catholics
would have developed the
Feast of the Sedentation of

"the Blessed Cat. This would

teach that the cat was white, and ma-
jestically reclined on a mat of gold

thfgad befre, its aspumption,to the

Great Cat Basket of Heaven. This is

cpnymergoragedh by pingingghe -

t hankf uMagnifiga” and Felignampase’,

lighting three candles, and ringing a
bell five times.

This would cause a schism with
the Orthodox Church which believes
tradition requires Holy Cats Days (as
it is colloquially known), to be marked
by lighting SIX candles and ringing
the bell FOUR times. This would
partly be resolved by the Cuckoo

(Continued on pag8)
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Finding Your
Spiritual Gifts

Do you ever wonder whether
youdre doing what
to do, or being w
meant to be?

If so, you may want to attend
a special workshop as part of
St . Matr k 5ohnos
Presentation ser
Your Spiritual G

God has blessed each of us
with a number of unique spiri-
tual gifts. | believe becoming
aware of what those gifts are
and how we can use them taps
into the essence of who God
meant us to be. Those gifts
come to us naturally and can be
combined with our skills, knowl-
edge and desires to follow
where our hearts tell us we
shoudgod t o foll ow G
for us.

AThere are diffe
gifts, but the same Spirit. There
are different kinds of service,
but the same Lord. There are
different kinds of working, but
the same God works all of them
in all men. Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is
given for the common good. To
one there is given through the

(Continued on pags)
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What 06s Adopting a Platoon
Happening

As you may know, St.

fadoptedod a platoon wh

Deb Fry has been asked by D. Spadaccini, grandson of Bert & Carol Hug-

the vestry to serve as the chair- gett, members who traditionally attend the 8
person of the search commit- a.m. service.

tee. Vestry has approved the We plan to send care packages for soldiers
committee to search for a part to help make their stay abroad a little easier.
time rector for the parish. Debis  In addition to monetary donations to offset the
currently accepting volunteers costs of shipping and packaging, below are

to serve on the committee . some ideas of things needed:

The committee will meet
twice a month starting in
May 2010 and continue
until a decision on a can-
didate is submitted to the
vestry for their approval. ;
Anyone with interest in )|Razors
serving on the committee / |ink pens
is asked to contact Deb Paperback books
Fry at 610-751-4500. Magazines

Note pads and writing paper

St. Mar k 6 sheaigw JdMPSe r s
services at both services onthe ~ Underwear

Shower-to-Shower body powder
Toothbrushes/toothpaste

Baby wipes

Hand sanitizer

. |Body wash

Soap

first Sunday of each month as Socks

well as at 7 p.m. on the first Hand warmers
Thursday of each month inthe ~ Playing cards
chapel. Please join us on Mar. Dice

4, 2010 to partake of a healing Dominoes

service for yourself or for Old board games
someone else you feel may Food items:

need healing. This service is Cookies 8 homemade or store bought
open to the public, for those of Nuts

any religious denomination or Rice Krispie treats
belief. Altoid mints

Chewing gum

I f youodd |ike tlitlepebbysnagkenet hi
in the next Chimes newsletter Hard candy
get information to Kathy Ruff at Beef Jerky

katrina@ptd.net before Mar. 15,  Sunflower seeds
2010. Cereal bars/granola bars

Ramen noodles
Popcorn (Microwave)

ANNUAL MEETING DATE SET

The annual mee$ti nglJolhin&s . EpMias kdpal

Sun., April 11, 2010, time TBA. I

tion or in being a delegate/alternate at the Diocesan Convention, please let |
know and come to the meeting. Hope to see you all there!
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(Continued from pagg)
Land Declaration recognizing the traditional validity of each.

Eventually the House of Bishops would issue a statement on the Doctrine of the Feline Sedentation. It
would explain, traditionally the text describes a domestic feline quadruped superjacent to an unattached
covering on a fundamental surface. For determining its salvific and eschatological significations, we follow
the heuristic analytical principles adopted in dealing with the Canine Fenestration Question (How much is
that doggie in the window?) and the Affirmative Musaceous Paradox (Yes, we have no bananas). And so
on, for another 210 pages.

The General Synod would then commend this report as helpful resource material
for clergy to explain to the man in the pew the difficult doctrine of the cat sat on the
mat.

i Author unknown

Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh yes, a 210-page document on the Doctrine of the Feline Sed-
entation. | know, deeply within my heart, that this would be a sure cure for insomnia.

And now on to more pressing matters! AC

By the time you receive this edition of The Chimes, we 61 | be deep
Season. | truly do enjoy these quiet, meditative days preceding Easter, and find it to
be a season of spiritual as well as personal growth. Rather than following the tradi-
tion of fAgiving someddeinn@gl ypd bhés dHre sail
itake something ono during this Lenten
growth, by adding to our daily devotions of our Lord, and works of Charity. Please,
however, A Ther ef or e, when you do a charitable deed, do n
you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assur-
edly, | say to you, they have their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees
in secret will Himself reward you openly.°

The forty days of Lent traditionally represent the forty days our Lord spent in the wilderness, and during
which He was tempted by Satan.

It is my intention to keep several ancient practices during the Paschal Triduum. These will begin with
the eve of the Triduum, on that day known as Maundy Thursday, when we as a Parish shall celebrate the
Mass of the Lordés Supper. This Eucharist wildl be
the traditional beginning of Friday in the Jewish tradition. It was on Maundy Thursday that our Lord cele-
brated the Passover Feast with his disciples, and instituted the Holy Eucharist.

Good Friday (April 2" will be celebrated as a service of Antecommunion; followed by the stripping of
the altar and removal of the reserved sacrament.

Holy Saturday, the day upon which our Lordés body
Prayer in the Chapel.

Then, of course, we reach that pinnacle of Christian celebrations, the Feast of the Resurrection, or
Easter Sunday. Freed from the bonds of death, this is the day on which our Lord again walked upon this
earth, prior to His ascension. Normal services at 8:00 and 9:30 will be held that day. Normal that is, ex-
cept for the sense of celebration at His resurrection, and the admission of
several of our youth to their First Holy Communion. Ah, | await with great
anticipation the fialleluiaso returni ng

Please do join us as we, as a Parish family, take this long walk through
~ Lent and then with great anticipation welcome that Easter Sunday celebra-
tion. Times for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday celebra-
tions wild.| be published in the weekly
able to attend on a given Lenten Sunday, please call the Church Office for
the times of those services.

I n closing, |l et me wel come you t-daydedson.whichbdginsés tr
on Ash Wednesday, and culminates on Holy Saturday. However, between those two dates, there exist 46
days. How cometh it so, and why? Tom Lager, no fair sharing all those long years as Sunday School Su-
perintendent with others!

And now, in the words of those beautiful children in The Sound of Musicé A So | ong, f ar e
wiedersehen good-b y e é &r. John
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Contact Information

Parish Office 570-325-2241 \ Mar.
Rev. John C. Wagner, Priest-in-charge ~ 610-767-7093 4) Calendar
Rev. Rebecca Cancelliere, Deacon 215-680-7394
Jason Styer, Organist & Choirmaster 610-537-3810
Barbara Kroculick, Parish Secretary 570-325-2447
Kathy Ruff, Treasurer 570-645-3059
Jennifer Sterner, Church School Supt. 570-778-1405 Thurs., Mar 04 : 7 p.m.d Healing
Service
Vestry
Sun., Mar. 07: 4 p.m. 8 Finding
William H. Diehm, Senior Warden 570-325-3890 Your Spiritual Gifts 8 Soup and
Jack Hendricks, Junior Warden 570-669-9269 Presentation
Deborah A. Fry, Clerk of the Vestry 610-751-4500
Elizabeth J. Esrang Thomas G. Lager Check the weekly bulletins for
Karen M. Gasker James A. Pompa, Sr. updates or visit us online at
John J. Horvath Dwayne A. Sterner www.stmarkandjohn.org.

Celebration Corner

March

01: Judy Smith

06: Geraldine Weaver

07: Carolyn Bunso

11: Laura Ferko, Sydney Croly
14: Ethel Miller

17: Thomas Diehm

19: Nelson Ulshafer, Il

21: Marilyn Rontz, Cheryl Horvath
31: Luther Hibbler

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Bible study : Every other Tuesday. For more information or a location, call Deb Fry or
John Horvath.

Community Suppers: (Volunteers always welcome!) Fourth Sunday of the month
0 see us on Mar. 28!

Alcoholics Anonymous meets Monday and Tuesday (closed meetings) and Thursday
(open meeting) from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Tolman House across from the church.

Narcotics Anonymous : 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Sundays at the Tolman House.

Cub Scouts : 6 - 7 p.m. Wednesdays at the Tolman House.




Enjoy a bowl of soup and
presentation when
ST. MABKOSJIOHNOGS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
presents
AFI NDI NG YOUR
SPI RI TUAL GI FTSa
A mini-workshop designed to create aware-
ness of the many spiritual gifts you can
share with yourself and others
Please join us from
4 to 6 p.m. on Sun., Mar. 7, 2010
(Snow date: Sun., Mar. 21)

Hosted by the Daughters of the King
For more info, call 570-645-3059
or email katrina@ptd.net

Herald Biblical Theatrical Group Presents:

HIS LAST DAYS

Written by Dallas Holms

A production in drama, song and dance re-enacting the last days of Jesus Christ.

Location: Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
175 South Third Street
Lehighton, PA
Date: Friday, March 12, 2010
Time: 8 P.M.

Hosted By: Carbon County Shepherd House

A free-will offering will be accepted at the door
benefiting Carbon County Shepherd House

(Continued from pagg)

Spirit the message of wisdom,
to another the message of
knowledge by the same Spirit, to
another faith by same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by that
one Spirit, to another miraculous
powers, to another prophecy, to
another distinguishing between
spirits, to another speaking in
different kinds of tongs, and to
still another the interpretations of
tongues. All these are the work
of one and the same Spirit, and
he gives them to each one, just

as he deter mi nes.

11).

These are just some of the
spiritual gifts bestowed on each
and every one of us. We may
have some and not others, but
each is no less important or life-
changing than the others.

Please join us_for soup and
a mini-workshop to feed both
your stomach and your spirit.
Get a quick glimpse into the
many spiritual gifts there are and
specifically which ones you may
possess.

0



St .
Episcopal Church
21 Race Street

Jim Thorpe, PA 18229

MaStk.6 sJohnos

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Share your gifts and touch

the lives of others.

To contact -SBtt..

1. Throw out nonessen-
tial numbers. This in-
cludes age, weight and
height. Let the doctors
worry about them. That is
why you pay 'them'

2. Keep only cheerful
friends. The grouches pull
you down..

3. Keep learning. Learn
more about the computer,
crafts, gardening, what-
ever. Never let the brain
idle. 'An idle mind is the
devil's workshop.'

4. Enjoy the simple
things.

5. Laugh often, long and
loud. Laugh until you gasp
for breath.

6. The tears hap-
pen. Endure, grieve, and
move on. The only person,

Mailing
Address
Goes
Here

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
Jim Thorpe, PA
Permit No. 19

Maltrrk@dss Epi s c o p-825-22@¢1h Ta sabmit newskettet infosmation, contact Kathy Ruff.
For more information, visit our web site at www.stmarkandjohn.org.
Father John Wagner can be reached at 610 -767-7093.

HOW TO STAY YOUNG

who is with us our entire
life, is ourselves. Be
ALIVE while you are
alive.

7. Surround yourself
with what

you love
whether it's
family, pets,
keepsakes,
music, plants,
hobbies, what-
ever. Your
home is your
refuge .

8. Cherish

your health: If it is good,
preserve it. If it is unsta-
ble, improve it. If it is be-
yond what you can im-
prove, get help.

9. Don't take guilt

trips. Take a trip to the
mall, even to the next
county; to a foreign coun-
try but NOT to where the

guilt is.

10. Tell the people you
love that you love
them, at every oppor-
tunity.

AND ALWAYS
REMEMBER :

Life is not
measured by
the number of
breaths we
take, but by
the moments
that take our
breath away.

We all need to live life to
its fullest each day!!
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Wedd | i ke
for upcoming newslet-
ters. If you would like to
share an inspirational
message or news about
good things going on or
to be going on in the
church and the local
community, please let
us know.

Any ideas, comments
and suggestions are
welcome and will be
read.

Please send your
suggestions or informa-
tion to Kathy Ruff at
katrina@ptd.net or mail
to St
Episcopal Church, 21
Race Street, Jim
Thorpe, PA 18229 be-
fore the 10th of each
month for the following
mont hods

Thank you all!

news|
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